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Simple Counter Demo 

CONTENTS 

10 bitmaps of the digits 0 to 9 

count.txt - a text file containing the count total. Contains "0" to start. 
countdemo.asp - a web page to hold the image. 

count.asp - the script that does the work, generating the image, reading and updating the count. 

 
The csImageFile component is not included, but can be downloaded from the Chestysoft website if 

you do not already have it. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR USE 

Unzip all the files and put them in the same folder. 

Load countdemo.asp in your web browser and it should display "0001". 

Increment the count by pressing the browser refresh button. 

DESCRIPTION 

This implements a very simple 4 digit page counter where the count total is stored in a text file as a 

single line of text. The working script, count.asp, is called as the source of an IMG tag so it is loaded 

when the web page loads. The File System Object is used to open and read the text file. There is some 

string manipulation to extract each of the 4 digits in the count. 

The csImageFile component is used to create a compound image and it starts by using the NewImage 

command to create an image of the appropriate size. Then the MergeBack command is used for each 
of the digits to import the digit image and add it to the compound image. When complete, it is 

streamed to the browser as a GIF. 

The count is incremented and the text file updated. 

There are comments in the ASP script. 

TROUBLESHOOTING 

The folder containing the files must be web shared and capable of running active server page scripts. 

The csImageFile component must be registered on the server. These scripts are intended for use with 

the trial 32 bit version, but the other class strings are present and commented. The object creation calls 

in counter.asp must be modified to run with other versions. 

The folder must allow a web user to modify the count.txt text file so the Internet Guest User must 

have Modify permission on the directory. 
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EXTENSIONS 

This is not a useful application, in itself, because people do not get the same excitement from 

generating a page counter as they did 20 years ago. It does show some useful concepts, such as 
dynamically generating an image from component files. It shows how to read some data from another 

file and then use it. 

In this case, a text file was used, but ASP is very well suited for reading a database, and that is much 

more powerful and can result in much more detailed information. The web page, countdemo.asp, 
could pass information to the image producing script in the URL which can also be used inside the 

script. 
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